300           FORTY-FIVE YEARS  UNDEE THE FLAG

fasting, a little after 8 o'clock, a walk of a few moments was
taken on deck to survey the situation with glasses. The Brook-
lyn was lying at this time about 6,000 yards from the Morro, on
a line bearing northeast by north and southwest by south, her
assigned position.

Going below for a few moments to change into Sunday rig,
then returning on deck to a seat under a small awning spread
on the after part of the quarter-deck to protect the officers from
the great heat of the sun as it mounted higher and higher in
its course across the sky, a more careful survey of the situation
was made by the commander. Only a little while afterwards a
call was heard from the forward bridge to the after one to "tell
the Commodore that the Spanish fleet are coming out!" The
time of this call from the forward bridge is fixed by the fact that
it was Sunday morning,, and that, as customary, the crew had
been called to inspection at 9.30 A. M., and that the crew had
assembled. It could not have been later than 9.35 A. M. that
the sortie was reported.

The Brooklyn's head at this moment was in the direction of
Cabanas Cove, to the westward of the entrance to Santiago, or
to the westward of north. The enemy's ships were seen from
the starboard side of the Brooklyn's quarter-deck coming out.
The Texas was approximately a point or more abaft the Brook-
lyn's starboard beam, heading to the eastward. The Iowa was
slightly ahead of the Texas, or, looking from the Brooklyn, to
the left of the Texas and eastward. The Oregon was east again
of the Iowa. The Indiana was still east of the Oregon, while
the Gloucester appeared to be lying near Aguadores, and the
Vixen near Cabanas. The New York was out of sight and signal
distance, even with glasses from the forward bridge. She was
in the bight at Siboney, ten or eleven miles eastward of the San-
tiago entrance. There is no doubt about this fact, which had to
be decided in order to determine the authority the commander
of the Second Squadron had to exercise in the action then to be
fought.

Position was taken on a wooden platform, caused to be built
some weeks before around the conning tower and raised about
three feet above the deck, in order to be in touch with Captain
Cook during battle and for better observation of the field. Onlyr break-ground for speculation.now deterred me from making a direct attack upon the ships within
